July 2026 Newsletter

Pastor’s Message:

Dear Partners in Ministry:

As a Kkid in school, my class would say the Pledge of Allegiance every day. We held our hand over
our heart and said together “one nafion, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for alll” That
always sounded good to me, and it still does! It just seems more out of reach these days, with all our
divisions and different ‘tribes’ that hardly know how to talk with one another or treat each other with

respect.

[n reality, divisions are a longstanding human sin; perhaps in some ways “the original sin”. There was
Cain and there was Abel. There were the 12 tribes of Israel, which were only briefly united into one
kingdom. There were the 12 male disciples of Jesus, nitpicking over “who is the greatest?” Even St.
Paul and Barnabas had a sharp spat and split up rather than carry the good news of the risen Christ
to the world together!

And then the American colonies split from England. And then our un-Civil War almost broke this
nation permanently in two. (Don’t forget that St. John's split-off from David’s Star Church in July of
1862! Was that a ‘friendly’ departure? | don’t know!) President Lincoln famously quoted Jesus with
his “House Divided” speech, focused on the issue of slavery: “A house divided against itself cannot
stand!” We’re good at division! Let us remember that God is all about muftiplication!

As we're on the eve of our nation’s 250" birthday, it is good to ask: What kind of nation do we aspire
to be? And it is good to also ask, What sort of nation is God calling us to be? And how do we get
there?

None of us has a magic wand or a crystai bali, but all of us have the same really good guidance from
Jesus. What are the two most important commandments? Love God! Love neighbor! Jesus indicates
that that’s really what matters! Loving and obeying God shows us who we are, and what God
requires of us. Loving and respecting our neighbor-whoever that is, and wherever they are-is
something that, with the help of the Spirit, we can do!

[s that clear enough? If we want to celebrate America at “250” and keep building this nation, then we
fove God and we love our neighbor! And if we want to celebrate St. John's at “164” and keep building
this church, then we love God and love our neighbor, foo! [tis a simple and as challenging as that!

Here’s a prayer for our nation from our hymnal:
Holy Trinity, one God: Make us, who came from many nations
and languages, a united people that delights in our many different gifts.
Defend our liberties, and give those whom we have entrusted with authority
the spirit of wisdom, that there might be justice and peace in our land,
we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.,

Grace and peace, Pastor Paul

Away or busy on weekends? Let’s gather for our July Cookout/Campfire on Wednesday the
15" at 6pm and make it an Ice Cream Social, too! Wear your red, white, and biue, and we’'ll
celebrate America at 250 and St. John's at 164 on that night, with food, fun, and fellowship! Bring the
kids and invite a friend! We'll have brats, burgers, hot dogs, water, lemonade. You bring fruit or chips
or salad or dessert (if that works for you!)




Greetings from the people of Uiong’a Parish in Tanzania!

For approximately 20 years, St. John’s has been ‘paired-up’ with a congregation in the Meru Diocese
of Tanzania, for prayer, parinership, and mutual support. Bonnie Puestow and Donna Lamberg have
visited there, as did Joel & Wendy Heidtke, Pastor Paul, and young adults on a trip in 2009. Dr.
Nanyaro, who used fo oversee the small medical clinics in the Meru Diocese, visited St. John's years
ago, and still keeps in touch. We share a portion of our Lent offerings with them to help them serve
their community and grow their church!

Where is Ulong’a? [t's about halfway up towering (15,000°) Mt. Meru, a little outside of the large city
of Arusha. Mt. Meru is a dormant volcano. Many residents have small farm plots where they may
grow coffee beans, bananas, potatoes or maize; and raise chickens or a few goats. Some folks have
jobs in the city of Arusha. The weather there right now is their “mini-winter” (just south of the equator,
opposite of our summer! They don't have 4 seasons, but have more of a wef and a dry season.)

The Church! Ulong’a is a fairly large ‘parish’, with 1 or 2 more ‘preaching sites’, and they often have
400-500 people at worship. Tanzania is a ‘young’ nation, population-wise. They sent us a picture of
their large Sunday School group a few years ago. (And they made the red altar cloths we used on
Pentecost!) The church tries hard to look out for and feed their neighbors who have few resources.
(Pastor Paul’s note: When | send a card and $50 back with Pastor Elias to deliver to them, | always
get an email back about how "we heiped someone buy food or medicine!”)

A message from dear old Dr. Nanyaro: Dear Pastor Mittermaier and St. John’s friends.

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. We have received your letter with many thanks and
great appreciation. | always enjoy reading your letters as they are very interesting. The big envelope
was addressed “find smiles inside” and therefore | opened the envelope and surely made a smile
after finding a precious gift inside. ($50)

Yes, we have been praying for world peace including wars in Iran, Gaza, Ukraine, Lebanon and
Sudan. In October last year Tanzania faced a serious political riots following National Election, but the
sftuation was arrested and peace has been restored.

We will continue praying for you dear friends and thank you so much for your good service and
leadership at St. John's Lutheran Church. We have enjoyed your wonderful guidance in our
partnership, we will always remember you. God be with you.

Members of Ulong’a Parish are sending their love to their friends at St. John'’s Lutheran Church. It is
mini-winter at our village and farmers at Ulong’a are busy planting potafoes and maize.

In Jesus’' name,
Rishiael and Sarah Nanyaro

(We'll hear again from them after they receive our Lenten offerings of approximately $1500, which are
‘wired' to them, through our Greater Milwaukee Synod-to help keep fees low.)

Google “Mt. Meru” in Tanzania for a sense of location. And, our Synod Partnership has included
selling Mt. Meru Coffee here, where the proceeds help those local, small, coffee farmers directly.
Does anyone want fo revive those sales here at St. John's?



Coming up at St. John’s:

The Care Kit 140 Towel Challenge continues. Watch the towel chart to see our progress.
Response to the Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kit challenge has been good, but Ruth Circle
needs more towels and soap to reach the goal of 140 kits by October.

Each kit provides basic grooming necessities and 2 bars of soap, tied up in a towel. More people than
ever need LWR Personal Care Kits, so the Ruth Circle goal is 140 kits. Everyone can help send kits
by donating 2 bars of wrapped soap and a new or gently used towel {(darker colors are preferred.)

¢ Would you help provide a snack for Coffee Hour this summer? A sign-up sheet is
HELP on the kitchenette counter in the Gathering Space. Just choose a Sunday and bring
(f W N t and serve a simple snack of your choice. Coffee making and cleanup help is

£
;\: A TEZ available.

Come along to a Brewers game for fun and fellowship. The Fun & Fellowship
Team is sponsoring a bus trip to watch the Brewer’s play the Ranger’s on Sunday afternoon, August
30™, Tickets are $26 for upgraded bleacher seats with backs, some are ADA accessible, and an
escalator is available. Family and friends are welcome too. Please put your payment in an envelope
and leave the envelope in the basket with the sign-up sheet, or deliver your payment to the office.

Share God's. dummenr,
blennimgn!

Do you have a green thumb or just like flowers? Your garden flowers are welcome to help
decorate our altar, or stop by a garden stand or local grocery and share some of summer’s beauty.
Help yourself to a vase from the kitchenette. Sign-up on the flower chart on the kiosk.

Giving and Expenses for May 2026

Our overall giving was a bit low in February and May, and we’re aware that gas prices and inflation
may have impacted some folks’ ability to give. Thanks to everyone who can help us ‘catch up!’

+ May General Fund
Offerings: $16,586 Expenses: $19,539 Balance: $132,230

+ Missionary Sponsorship: Offerings: $387 YTD: $2,886 Goal for 2026: $8,000

+ELCA Benevolence/Mission Support: +ELCA Hunger Appeal
Offerings: $1,256 YTD: $4,229 Goal for 2026: $18,000 YTD: $3,240 Goal for 2026: $4,000

+Building and Grounds Fund: Offerings: $ 3,021 Expenses: $277 YTD Balance $43,849

+Lower Level Project final numbers! $87,000 was authorized for the project, $84,521 was spent. Council
authorized some added work to bring the south end of the basement (flooring, ceiling, lighting) up to date to
match. Those items came to $18,828. That amount includes stripping/sealing the floor in the entire basement
as well, Your generous offerings and $28,000 from the Memorial Fund covered all of the $84,521. We need fo
‘refill’ the Building and Grounds fund for the exira $18,928, as we have a repair (and what we hope is a more
permanent fix) for some wind damage to the aluminum trim at the peak of the entry way. We've had problems
with that high trim before, and Property Team is having it replaced with steel trim, which should do the job!
Thanks again to Scott Christianson, the Property Team, and all of you who volunteered!



July Birthdays
Happy Birthday!
July { 1 | Owen Ziegelbauer July Anniversaries
July 1 4 | Aaron Abel Congratulations!
4 | Amy Meyers
4 | Gail Weaver Rod & Terry Legate July 5 23 years
July | 5 | Brooke Freund Jason & Jamie Stoecker July 7 19 years
July | 6 | Karen Brooks Skip & Laura Bartelt July 9 43 years
july | 7 | Connor Stoecker Paul & Beth Mittermaier July 12 46 years
7 | Luke Troester Bryan & Laura Scheunemann July 12 40 years
July | 8 | Dave Gardipee Jared & Elizabeth Kison July 13 7 years
8 | Chuck Heer Jack & Lindsey Stern July 22 9 years
8 | Susan Hollister Butch & Sue Callum July 24 61 years
July | 10 | Ty Brennan Greg & Linda Grosser July 25 39 years
10 | Kierta Siegert Scott & Mary Novotny July 30 32 years
July | 11 | Rick Corlett
12 | Janelle Lisko _
12 | Kristy Young s 3 - ;
July | 13 | Owen Pickart - 6-, 2(%)}5%)(’/
13 | Ella Pickart LS the mation >
July | 14 | Sam Eisenhauer TR Whose L
July | 15 | StaciBenz P R,
15 | Mart Glocke % i ;
15 | Pete Kutzora =6 h e E_C) RD -
Juty | 18 | Annette Durr * T rehtm Suas
18 | Mike Salkowski '
July | 20 | Warren Dhein
20 | Robert Gloriose + Born to Eternal Life +
20 | Robert Hertzfeld Ken Hansen
July { 20 | Olivia Michsch
July | 21 | Sharon Adametz
July | 22 | Bob Bernau
JUly 29 | Mike Starzman July July 5 July 12 July 18 July 26
July 24 | Laura Hahn Reader Laura Hahn Reuben Heidtke Eileen Mack Joel Heidtke
24 | Samantha Kreis Communion Jim Hahn (rv Brandt Brennan's Darlene Wanta
July | 25 | Laurie Matthews ) .
Assistanis Peter Uhlig Jenny Brandt Brennan's Sarah Stoecker
July | 28 | Heather Anders Peter
28 | Sue Schroeder Usher Paul Stahl Scott Novotny Brennan's Ziegelbauer
28 | Isabella Weninger Usher Joel Heidtke Tim Kiernan Brennan's George Liberatore
J uiy 29 | Max Moetler Greeter Pam Stahl Katie Schott Diane Holter Dianne Liberatore
29 | Jamie Stoecker
Juiy 30 | Lona Lang Power Pt, Wendy Heidtke Wendy Woelf Wendy Wolf Scott D/Chris
Ju[y 31 Tracy Weninger Facebook Raj Singh Raj Singh Scott Kinter Scott D/Chrig
July Serving Schedule
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St. John's Lutheran Church
2881 Division Road
Jackson, WI 53037

At St. John's we're privileged and challenged to Welcome, Worship, and Witness
in Christ's name. Thank you for being part of this faith community and for
the serving you do to the glory of God!
Visit us at www.stjohnsjackson.net
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/stijohnsjackson
Pastor Paul Mittermaier — pastorcarquy@gmail.com
Office hours: M-F 9:00am-1:00pm  262-677-3176

officestjohnsjackson@gmail.com

Worship Services: Saturday 5:00 pm

Sunday 9:00 am with Holy Communion
Facebook Live at 9:00 am on Sunday

ST. JOHN'S

WELCOME - WORSHIP + WIENESS



